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al the Point of Sales [POS] of tobacco products. Twao
series of periodic surveillance were conducied during baao
consecutve project penods for fobsoon control supparted
by Wital Strategies and The Bipomberg Philanthropies.
RESLATS: Online surveillance system recordod data of
9590 POS m 18 mumicipalitees during 2nd round in 3022
and identified 14153 adwerbisemenis by different types
Thus sverage prevslence of advertisement per POS we
I 42 Meeeyer, in firsi roend of surveillance in 2009 a fctad
of 21910 advertsemenis e, incidences of TAPS violalions
were recorded at B30 POS in 12 municipalities: Thes the
average prevalence of advertisement per POS was 32
Advertismment redoced by 55.4%. It was bownd Lhat there
was no tobacco advertisement material i.e. incidence of
TAPS ban viclations at 2.4 percent POS during first round
of onbne swrveillance m 201%, but during secard round of
surveillance in #122 it was found ihat 31.3 percent of the
POS were found free of tobacco advertizernent malerial
i.e. ircidence of TAPS ban wiclations.

COMELUSIOMS: Compasrative analysis of two series ol data
of consecutive surveillance in 201% and 2027 show that a
degital infrastrecture in monitoring violations of TAFS ban
and eflectnve tobacco cantrol iMerventions af ZUEC have
brought cansiderable siscoess in curbing tobacoo industny
interference.
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Advanced artificial intelligence technigues for
understanding public tabkacce control policy
debate
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Phucegmal Unsmrsiby, Ha Na
Depanmankt, VWaal Sdrategias, Ha M Faculty al
Markabing, Phuongmai Uesmoreiny, Ha Mo, Vst Mam, “Cenre ol
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BACKGROUND: Tobacco conirol faces significant
chalienges fue o complex narratives thaf chscure public

health messages and the tobacco industry’s efforis 10
spread misindormation 1o weaken palicy initiatives. These
challenges complicate sentiment analysis of online
content, hindering effectve advocacy of tobhacco-related
discussins.

METHODE: This research infroduces @n intelligent sysiem
to support tobacco control experts in policy adwocacy
by efficiently classilying and analyzing ondine media.
The system employs advanced {echnigues to oolleck
Wietnamese datasels and weses o moeel fine-funang of the
M5-PhoBERT model. comhbining the Vietnamese pre-
tramed PhoBERT framework with Neuwdrosophsc theory Lo
address uncertainty and inconsstencies in information.
&pplied to 10]8 news arlicles on tobacco. company
corporate social responsibiity [CSR) activities in Visinem
in 2023, the system performs tasks such es classification
and sentimen! analyss with high accuracy

RESULTS: Experimental resuits dermaonsirate the system’s
ability to efliciently screen and anatyze large yolumes of
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articles, identifying content that supparts the tobaceo
industry or sshily undermines public health sdvocacy, This
sawes significant me and resaurces, allowing experts
to focus an uncovering new insights orifical lor shapang
effec bive Inharoo contrat policies

CONCLUSIONS: This study highlights the potential of
inteliigent sysiems to ransiorm public health advocacy
by equipping experts with advanced tools to combat
mizinformation and strengthen tohascco control policies
efficienily and effectively. By enhancing accuracy and
consiséency in palicy onalysis, the system supports real-
trmie menitoring and evaluation, empowering pubdic healib
organizations to refine strategies, counter misinformation,
and advocabe for skronger podicies. Scalable and replicable,
this facd is a valuable rescurce far future public beaith
carmpaigns, strearmlining analysis proces=es and ensuring
rediable seriment tracking reer fime.
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Tobaceo imdustry interference in the alfice of
the President of 5ri Lanka
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BACKGROUMD: Sri Larka 15 a democratic, socialisi,
repuhibic in South Asia governed by an Executyee Pressdent
elecked by people. Since the year 2000, six Executive
Presidents from three major political camps led the
country: Sri Lanka managed io halve s lnbacoa smioking
prevalence [»35% to «15%] and reduce daily sroking
prevalence to less than 1ER6. What weoe Lhe major fobacoo
centrol palicy chahges during the era and how did the
tobacco industry atternpt bo influence the heads of stales
in those processes?

METHODS: This is 0 cross analysis of investigative
research conducled by the Centre lor Combating Tobacooo
from HVF te 2024, The primary data collection methods
used wene key informant interviews and content anatyss
o legad, poiicy, media, indostry and other documents.
Thematic anatysm was used in a mioned indwclive-deductive
appraach.

RESULTS: Ouring the era 5ri Lanka enacted a
comprehensive tobacca control framework 120041,
implemented EI% pictoriat health warnings [2015],
kanned smokeless lobacco, Lavoured cigareties, and
e-cigareiies [2B14] and imposed the highest excise fax
percentage in the region [2014). However, zince 2O1E, the
stabte's altempis 1o ban iobacco culitration, ban single =tick
sales and implement standardired pockaging, and ban
tabacco sales within 100m of educational institubes have
failed. The scientific inbacon taxation formula based anthe
inflalion rate and oither variables myet to be implemented
Tobacco industry interference was endent inall the podicy
infiaties, fhe commonest strategy bewng direct infleence
on the head of state via-allizs, front growps, and dipiomats.

Interference via litigatson was observed in bwo processes,
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Indirect interference via the Cabinet of Ministers and oiher
gowermment entibes were-also noted.

CONCLUSIOMS: Every occasion a policy change i initiated,
the tobacco industry attempled to influence the head of
the state thus interfering in the process. The culcomes
seem to favour the industry from 3017 omwards.
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Trends in tabacea imagery and Impact of
india’s 2012 tobacen-free film and TV rules an
streaming platforms
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BACKGROUND: india has made progress in implementing
the 2012 Tobacoo-Free Film and TV Rules. This policy
reduced tobacca imagery in lims and TV bt shifted
expasure bo sociol medizand over-the-top [OTT | s treaming
platforms. HRIDAY along with other NGOs monitared
cormnplianoe and sireaming platfcems complebsly violated
the 2012 Rules. This study aimed to assess fobacca
and e-cigaretie depictions in mowies and series on OTT
piatfarms and compliance with the 2012 Rules
METHODS: Using ihe Breathe California methadology,
we analysed the top 10 movies [S Indian, 5 internationall
and B senes |4 indizn, & internabonal| released in 2023,
alongside prior data |248 episodes, 250 movies| spanning
200&-F0 Y. Descriptive statistses and negative binomial
regression were empioyed o assess brends in tobacoo
imagery before and after the 2012 Rules.

RESULTS: Qur 2021 study reported a reduckion in tobacoo
incidents per [Am posl-2012 Rules. However, OTT coment
compliznce resmained poor. A 2018 anatysis of 10 series
[1E@ episodes| on Metiliv and Amaron Prime revealed
higher tobacco depictions in fareign productions, with
zero cormnpliznce with kndin's 2007 Rules. By 3023, tobacco
incidents per haur in films decreased by 19.5%, bot no
significant change was chserved immmediately posi-policy
implementation. Motabiy, tobacco depictions in Indian
series swged dramatically, from 4% in ZF1B Lo %4% in
2023, Thess findings underscore a grewing prevalence
of tobacco imagery m Indian 07T streaming platforms
and highlight the meces=ity of robwst enlorcement of the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Prodscts |Prahibitian of
Advertmement ard Regulation of Trade and Commernce,
Produchion, Supply, and Distribudsan] Amendment [COTPA]
Rules. 2023, deweloped to regulaie tobacco imagery on
07T platforme, including web seres and online curafed
conterst

CONCLUSIONS: Mon-compliance with tobacco imagery
reguiations on OTT platforms vnderscores the urgent
meed {or effective mplementation and monrdtaring of the
2023 Rules to salequard yowth from iohacco exposure.
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Advancing suslainable tobacco contrel: Lessans
fram ITCS implermentation in Myanmar, Timer-
Leste, Indonesia, and Nepal
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BACKGROUND AWD IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES:
Tobacco wee remains @ critical pubdic health sue, catsing
over 40% of tobacoo-atiributabie deaths in the South-East
&sia and Western Pacilic reguans: Myanfmar, Timor-Lesie,
Indoresia; and Nepat foce chatlenges in combatting Lhas
epidemic, includimg timited financal resowrces, policy
implementation gaps, and insuflicien! integration of
tabacca camtrol inta broader headth strategies. Desgite the
presence of national tohacco conbrol laws and adhoreno
to the WHO Framewsaork Canvention on Tobacoco Condrod
[FCTE| in mo=t cases, sireclural and financial barmers
persisi. The Index of Tobacce Conbrol Siestainahilty [ITESY,
comprising 31 key indicators, was used fo assess and
guide =Harts for sustaimable tebacco conirel in thes=
couniries.

INTERYENTIONM OR RESPOMNSE: Structured ITCS
azsessments involved focus group discusszions wath
stakehalders from governmental and nan-governmenkal
sectors to evaluate gaps In policy, structure, and
resources. The process reviewed tobacco coniral
programs znd develaped action plans to address identified
shoricomings., Examaples ol innovative responses include
Mepol's use of #s Health Fund and Indoresia’s subnationad
tax allocations, which provided dedicated resoorces
far iobacco cantrol elforts. These strategies facidated
impravernents in stroctural organization and policy
execution.

RESULTS AND IMPACT: From 3114 to 2022, ITCS scares
shaowed substamtial progress: Myamsmar improved trom 43
to BZ, and Indanesia from 54 1o 74, These advances rellect
enhanced policy implementation, strieciural copacily, and
resparce mobdiization. Moneiheless, challenges persist
in areas like capacity building, promoting research, and
implementing robust tobacce faxation policies. Thess
insights demaonstrate the imporfance of embedding
tobacca control within broader health and dewelopment
framewaorks.

COMCLUSIOMS: The ITCS assesaments highlight the
elfectiveness of ewidence-based, strategic approaches
to tobacco contral Strengthening infergovernmental
collaboration, secumng swestairable funding, and refining
paolicy frameworks are pssential lor lasting progress.
These findings provide actionable lessons for other
low- and middle-income countries siriving to achipve
sesizinable tobacco control
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Harm reduction aclers employ sirategic
approaches to reach the youths and steer public
opinion an electronic cigareties in Indenesia
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