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Cancellation of the Foundation for a 

Smoke-Free World meeting  

Professor Elif Dagli | Chair Health Institute Association 

In the beginning of June 2019, tobacco control advocates, academicians, hospital physicians, tobacco leaf 

experts, economists, and some civil servants of Turkey, received an invitation to a full-day meeting titled 

“Istanbul Dialogues” organized by “Sustainability”. The objective of the meeting was to inform the stakeholders 

about the creation of a Smoke-Free Index by the Foundation for a Smoke-Free World (FSFW). The index was 

presented as a tool to transform the industry to eliminate combustible cigarettes and the diseases they cause (1). 

Against the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), article 5.3., the aim was to get the tobacco 

control community to meet together with representatives of the industry. 

The possibility of FSFW organizing a meeting in Istanbul on 3rd July 2019 created a state of emergency in the 

public health community.  The tobacco industry was 

 

 

Presidents CornerCancellation of the 

Foundation for a Smoke-Free World 
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In the beginning of June 2019, tobacco control advocates, academicians, hospital physicians, tobacco leaf 

experts, economists, and some civil servants of Turkey, received an invitation to a full-day meeting titled 

trying to sit down with civil servants and physicians 

around a table to discuss the future of their products 

using intermediaries. It would be openly against 

FCTC if the industry had invited physicians directly. 

The innovative strategy of the industry was to put 

three levels of mediators in between and give the 

trendy name  “Istanbul Dialogues” to the meeting. 

The invitations were sent out by the “Sustainability 

Academy” of Turkey on behalf of the parent company 

“SustainAbility”  (https://sustainability.com) which 

was facilitating activities of FSFW that was funded by 

tobacco industry.   

… continued page 3 

 

Presidents Corner 
 

Marion Hale | President 

Hello Again to all our INWAT supporters! 

This issue of The NET is a bumper issue themed around 

the tobacco industry’s innovative strategies to target 

women and girls. 

I’m sure you will agree that this topic is a hot one in the 

world of tobacco control. It seems whenever we close an 

avenue for the tobacco industry to reach customers, they 

find a way to wriggle around it. … continued page 2 
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Women and Tobacco in Sri Lanka 

Manuja N. Perera | Senior Lecturer in Public Health, Faculty of Medicine University of Kelaniya, Kenya and 

Editor, Centre for Combating Tobacco, Sri Lanka 
 

Sri Lanka, a small island nation in South Asia, hosts a population of 20.2 million people. Influenced by Buddhism that 

teaches respect to all living beings and an Asian culture that values motherhood, the country has always placed women 

in a powerful social position. The country’s free health and education systems, together with the aforementioned value 

system, allow women to be educated with enrolment rates similar to men for schools, and higher than men for 

universities. Sri Lankan women have a higher life expectancy than their regional neighbours. The country produced the 

first female Prime Minister in the world in the early 1970’s and a female President two decades later.  

Tobacco was introduced to Sri Lanka during the Portuguese invasion. Supported by the colonial government, British 

American Tobacco (BAT) initiated the cigarette trade in the early 1900’s. BAT still holds the largest stake in the trade, 

owning 84% of Ceylon Tobacco Company (CTC); the monopoly holder for manufacturing and selling cigarettes in Sri 

Lanka.1,2 In the past decade, tobacco smoking among men has reduced from around 40% to 22%, and is going out-of-

fashion as  has other forms of tobacco use (betel quid with tobacco and beedi). However, one in five men still smoke 

tobacco in Sri Lanka.  

Comparatively, the smoking rate among women has never surpassed the 1% mark.3,4,5 This is despite a range of tactics 

used by the industry on Sri Lankan women to get them addicted to its product such as targeted advertisements, product 

placements, free distribution at social events with young women, employing female models to smoke near female 

schools, introducing brands “for women”, and targeted promotion campaigns through social media.6,7,8 Resistance to 

these pressures and influences is due mainly to the country’s bottom-up tobacco control campaigns that have constantly 

engaged women at the grass root level, improving their resilience. This is backed by a Buddhist Asian culture and a 

value system that motivates resistance to overindulgence, and encourages a leadership role at the household level 

managing limited resources for the betterment of the family.9 

The targeting of Sri Lankan women by the tobacco industry was not only related to increasing its user base. When the 

country’s first (and only) female President established a “Presidential Task Force” (PTF) to strengthen tobacco, alcohol, 

and illicit substance control in Sri Lanka, she was constantly targeted by the tobacco industry via different tactics. Image 

1 is an excerpt from a BAT internal document, in which a local CTC Director explains to the BAT patrons how rigorous 

the intervention was because the CTC was not able to prevent a comprehensive ban on advertisements and promotions 

that was implemented in 1999.10  

At the community level, empowered girls and women are in a continuous battle with the industry’s interference, not 

only to safeguard themselves from its addictive product, but also to safeguard the country’s policies from the Industry’s 

negative influence (Image 2). At the grass roots level, community groups working to control tobacco are mainly led by 

women.9 When the industry legally challenged the implementation of pictorial health warnings in 2014, the majority of 

protestors on the streets were women. Thus, Sri Lankan women are a major and a powerful stakeholder group in tobacco 

control in Sri Lanka, not only resisting to fall for tobacco industry tactics to get them to be users of its products, but 

also intervening in the  industry’s interference in their country’s public health.  
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Image 1: An excerpt from a British American Tobacco internal 

document explaining the attempted interference aimed at the 

Sri Lankan President related to the advertisement ban in 1999.   

Image 2: A photograph of two school girls in a rural area with 

a public petition they developed pleading their community to 

make their village smoke-free 
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